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A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE CHAPEL 
 
Our Foundress, The Lady Clare, was committed to the holistic flourishing of the 
members of her College. This meant not only providing a place in which learning 
and research could be conducted, but establishing a community whose heartbeat and 
wellspring was the worship of God. It was through the recognition of God’s 
extravagant mercy and grace, revealed supremely through Jesus Christ, that Clare’s 
scholars could make fullest sense of their studies, and so integrate the achievements 
of their minds with the longings of their hearts.   
 

The current building is the third Chapel in Clare’s long history. The first Chapel was 
burned down in a fire of 1521. The second Chapel was completed in 1535, with the 
College library housed directly above, but it grew increasingly dilapidated. A new 
building was earnestly desired, but the necessary finances did not transpire until the 
mid-eighteenth century, when the designs for a third Chapel emerged as the 
culmination of the century-long construction of Old Court, and the movement in 
architectural style towards Renaissance classicism that it embodied.  
 

Perhaps the most striking element of the overall design is the soaring octagonal 
Antechapel, with its domed, coffered ceiling and arched, arcaded walls. Light 
cascades down through the high lantern windows, giving a sense of airiness and 
space
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the reign of Mary, and Nicholas Ferrar, who on the threshold of a great public career 
left Court and Parliament to found the religious community of Little Gidding. 
 

The stalls and very fine woodwork of the Chapel all date from its original building. 
The Choir candleholders are the gift of Professor C.F.D. Moule, Fellow and Dean 
of Clare, in 1976, and were extended along the full length of the Chapel in 2023. The 
current clean and uncluttered style within the Chapel owes much to the liturgical 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO CHAPEL SERVICES 
 
During Term, Choral Evensong is sung in Chapel at 6.15 p.m. every Tuesday and 
Thursday, and at 6 p.m. on Sundays. Sunday Evensong also includes a sermon from 
the Dean or a visiting speaker, is often preceded by a special musical recital, and is 
followed by drinks and supper for those who would like to join us. 
 

Choral Evensong services use the traditional liturgy of the Book of Common 
Prayer. After a sung Introit and Opening Responses, Evensong begins with a Psalm 
(the hymns of ancient Israel), followed by further readings from the Old or New 
Testaments. The Choir sings two great canticles from the Bible. The Magnificat 
(Luke 1:46-55) is Mary’s song of joy at being called by God to be the mother of 
Christ. The Nunc Dimittis (Luke 2:29-32) is the elderly Simeon’s prayer of peace on 
encountering the infant Christ in the Temple. The Apostles’ Creed, an ancient 
affirmation of the Christian faith, is said facing East, reminding us that in the 
resurrection of Christ a new dawn has risen upon our world. Further Responses, 
Collects and Prayers follow, after which the Choir sings an Anthem. The service 
concludes with a sermon (on a Sunday), a hymn, and a final Blessing.  
 

Holy Communion services are celebrated on Sunday mornings, and on other 
special Feast Days. In this central act of Christian worship, we look in thanksgiving 
to the Cross of Christ as the source of forgiveness and redemption, and, in obedience 
to Jesus’ words at the Last Supper (‘Do this in remembrance of me’), we share in 
bread and wine together. Holy Communion includes a sermon exploring the Bible 
reading, and, on Sunday mornings, the service is followed by breakfast.  
 

Choral Compline is an ancient night-time service, which takes its name from the 
Latin completorium, meaning ‘completion’. It is a service of quietness and reflection 
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CHORAL EVENSONG ON WEEKDAYS 
 

"7$8(,98!:!"#7*8(,98!,1!;<=>!?</<!
 
%
An Organ Voluntary is played before the service. We invite you to use this time for 
quiet prayer or reflection, as a preparation for worship.  
 
Please stand as the Choir and Clergy enter.   
 
The Choir may sing an INTROIT, which can be found in the termly Pew Booklet.  
 
The Dean gives words of welcome.  
 
The Choir sings the OPENING RESPONSES:  
 

O Lord, open thou our lips; 
 And our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.  
 
 O God, make speed to save us;  
 O Lord, make haste to help us.  
 
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
 world without end. Amen.  
 
 Praise ye the Lord;  
 The Lord’s name be praised.  

 
Please sit.  
 
The Choir sings the PSALM, which can be found in the termly Pew Booklet.  
 
The FIRST READING is given, which can be found in the termly Pew Booklet.  
 
  



 11 

Please stand as the Choir stands to sing the MAGNIFICAT:  
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Please turn to the East to say the APOSTLES’ CREED together: 
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The Choir sings:    
 

The Lord be with you. 
And with thy Spirit.  
 
Let us pray. 

 
Please sit or kneel as the Choir sings the RESPONSES:   
 

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 
Our Father, which art in heaven,  
Hallowed be thy name;  
Thy kingdom come;  
Thy will be done;  [continued over the page] 
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In earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
As we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation;  
But deliver us from evil. Amen.  
 
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;  
And grant us thy salvation.  
 
O Lord, save the King;  
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
 
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  
And make thy chosen people joyful.         
                   
O Lord, save thy people;  
And bless thine inheritance.  
 
Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,  
but only thou, O God.   
 
O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 

Three COLLECTS (or four, during Lent) are then prayed:  
 
The FIRST COLLECT, for the Day, which is in the termly Pew Booklet.  
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Please stand for the FINAL RESPONSES:  
 
Dean  The Lord be with you 
1%%  /(+!?&,-!,-4!:J&0&,H  
 
Dean  Let us bless the Lord.  
1%%! ! I-/(6:!#$!,*!)*+H   
 
Dean The almighty and merciful Lord,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost,  
bless us and preserve us.  

1%%! ! 12$(H  
 
Dean May the souls of the faithful departed  

through the mercy and love of God  
rest in peace.  

1%%! ! 1(+!0&:$!&(!3%*04H!12$(H!!

 
Please remain standing as the Choir and Clergy depart. 
!
Those who wish are welcome to continue in silent prayer or reflection in Chapel.  
 !
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CHORAL EUCHARIST 
 

B3*!B$,81!),98!:!C369!),98
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The GOSPEL READING is given, also in the termly Pew Booklet.  
 

The Gospel Reading is introduced: 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to X.  
1%%!! ! )%*04!,*!4*;5!N!>*0+H 
 

The Gospel Reading concludes:  
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
1%%!  D0/&:$!,*!4*;5!N!<-0&:,H!!
 
Please sit.  
 
A SERMON is preached.   
 
Please stand. The NICENE CREED is said together:  
 
1%%! ! "!#$%&$'$!&(!*($!)*+!!
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)*+!*7!)*+5!>&3-,!*7!>&3-,5 
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[continued over the page] 
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12$(H 

 
Please sit or kneel for the PRAYERS.  
 

Let us pray for the whole state of Christ’s Church militant 
here in earth. 
 
Almighty and ever-living God, who by thy holy apostle hast 
taught us to make prayers and supplications, and to give 
thanks, for all men:  

 
We humbly beseech thee most mercifully to receive these 
our prayers, which we offer unto thy Divine Majesty; 
beseeching thee to inspire continually the universal Church 
with the spirit of truth, unity, and concord: and grant, that all 
they that do confess thy holy Name may agree in the truth of 
thy holy Word, and live in unity, and godly love.  
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We beseech thee also to save and defend all Christian Kings, 
Princes, and Governors; and specially thy servant Charles our 
King; that under him we may be godly and quietly governed: 
And grant unto his whole Council, and to all that are put in 
authority under him, that they may truly and impartially 
minister justice, to the punishment of wickedness and vice, 
and to the maintenance of thy true religion, and virtue.  
 
Give grace, O heavenly Father, to all Bishops, Priests and 
Deacons, that they may both by their life and doctrine set 
forth thy true and lively Word, and rightly and duly 
administer thy holy Sacraments:  
 
And to all thy people give thy heavenly grace; and specially 
to this congregation here present; that, with meek heart and 
due reverence, they may hear, and receive thy holy Word; 
truly serving thee in holiness and righteousness all the days 
of their life.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee of thy goodness, O Lord, 
to comfort and succour all them, who in this transitory life 
are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other adversity. 
And we also bless thy holy Name for all thy servants 
departed this life in thy faith and fear; beseeching thee to 
give us grace so to follow their good examples, that with 
them we may be partakers of thy heavenly kingdom.  
 
Grant all this, O Father, for Jesus Christ’s sake, our only 
Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 

 
A time of CONFESSION is then introduced with the following words: 

 
Ye that do truly and earnestly repent you of your sins, and 
are in love and charity with your neighbours, and intend to 
lead a new life, following the commandments of God, and 
walking from henceforth in his holy ways: Draw near with 
faith, and take this holy Sacrament to your comfort; and 
make your humble confession to Almighty God, meekly 
kneeling upon your knees.!
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The Choir sings the KYRIE ELEISON:  
 
  Kyrie eleison.   Lord, have mercy.  
  Christe eleison.    Christ, have mercy.  
  Kyrie eleison.    Lord, have mercy.  
 
The Dean pronounces the ABSOLUTION:  
!

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, who of his great mercy 
hath promised forgiveness of sins to all them that with 
hearty repentance and true faith turn unto him; Have mercy 
upon you; pardon and deliver you from all your sins; confirm 
and strengthen you in all goodness; and bring you to 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.!



 31 

The Dean reads the COMFORTABLE WORDS:  
 
Hear what comfortable words our Saviour Christ saith unto 
all that truly turn to him. 
 

Come unto me all that travail and are heavy laden, and I will 
refresh you.  

(Matthew 11:28) 
 

So God loved the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 
to the end that all that believe in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.  

(John 3:16) 
 

Hear also what Saint Paul saith: 
This is a true saying, and worthy of all men to be received, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.  

(1 Timothy 1:15) 
 

Hear also what Saint John saith: 
If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous; and he is the propitiation for our sins.  

(1 John 2:1) 
 
The Dean announces a HYMN (in the green Hymnals), for which we stand.  
 
Please remain standing for the opening of the EUCHARISTIC PRAYER: 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
1%%  K$!%&7,!,-$2!;J!;(,*!,-$!>*0+H 
 

Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 
1%%! ! ",!&:!2$$,!/(+!0&3-,!:*!,*!+*H!

 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should 
at all times, and in all places, give thanks unto thee, O Lord, 
Holy Father, Almighty, Everlasting God. Therefore with 
Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising 
thee, and singing:  
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The Choir sings the SANCTUS:  
 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, 
Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Pleni sunt caeli et terra  
gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 
Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full  
of thy glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
The Choir may also sing the BENEDICTUS:  
 

Benedictus qui venit 
in nomine Domini. 
Hosanna in excelsis.  

Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 
Please sit or kneel.  
 
The PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS is said together: 
 
1%%!
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The Dean continues to lead the EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:  
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The Dean continues with a further prayer:  
 
Almighty and ever-living God, we most heartily thank thee, 
for that thou dost vouchsafe to feed us, who have duly 
received these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the 
most precious Body and Blood of thy Son our Saviour Jesus 
Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favour and 
goodness towards us; and that we are very members 
incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, which is the 
blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs 
through hope of thy everlasting kingdom, by the merits of 
the most precious death and passion of thy dear Son.  
 
And we most humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to 
assist us with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy 
fellowship, and do all such good works as thou hast prepared 
for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 
with thee and the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 
 

The Choir may sing an ANTHEM, which can be found in the termly Pew Booklet.  
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HOLY COMMUNION (SAID) 
 

.72(,98!,1!=A!,</<!
!

!
The Dean gives words of welcome. 
 
We then sit or kneel for PRAYERS OF PENITENCE:  
!!!
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The Dean prays the COLLECT for the Day.  
 
We stand for the GOSPEL READING, also in the termly Pew Booklet. 
 

The Gospel Reading is introduced: 
 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to X.  
1%%!! )%*04!,*!4*;5!N!>*0+H 
 

The Gospel Reading concludes:  
 

 This is the Gospel of the Lord.  
1%%! D0/&:$!,*!4*;5!N!<-0&:,H!!
 
We sit. A SERMON is preached.   
 
We stand to say the NICENE CREED together:  
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[continued over the page] 
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We stand for the opening of the EUCHARISTIC PRAYER:  
!
! The Lord be with you. 
1%%! 1(+!/%:*!?&,-!4*;H!
 
 Lift up your hearts. 
1%%! K$!%&7,!,-$2!,*!,-$!>*0+H!
 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
1%%! ",!&:!0&3-,!,*!3&'$!*;0!,-/(6:!/(+!J0/&:$H!
 

It is indeed right, 
it is our duty and our joy,







 42 

The Dean pronounces a final BLESSING:  
!

The peace of God,  
which passes all understanding,  
keep your hearts and minds  
in the knowledge and love of God,  
and of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God A
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The Dean invites the candidate to stand with him in the centre of the Chapel.  
 
The Dean says:  

!
Master, the Governing Body has elected N. 
to be a Fellow of the College, 
believing him/her to be of good moral character, 
and fitted to be a Fellow of the College, 
as a place of education, religion, learning and research.  

 
The candidate responds:  
 

I, N.  
will, as far as in me lies, 
promote the honour and usefulness of the College, 
observe its Statutes and Orders  
and its reasonable and approved customs,  
be obedient to the Master  
in the exercise of the Master’s statutable powers,  
and, to the best of my judMf
sM
uM3 MQ
LT 6 6 LT 3O3O3stoms, 
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LATIN TEXTS OF THE CANTICLES 
 
 

The Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis may occasionally be sung in Latin.  
 
The MAGNIFICAT:  
 

Magnificat anima mea Dominum, 
My soul doth magnify the Lord:  
 

Et exultavit spiritus meus in Deo salutari meo. 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
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